Nitric oxide and the liver.
In recent years, the role of nitric oxide (NO) in the pathogenesis of liver disease and its complications has been extensively studied. There remain, however, many areas of controversy. In particular, the effect of NO on vascular function in the systemic circulation and the hepatic microcirculation has received the greatest attention. It has been proposed on the one hand that increased NO synthesis is responsible for the development of the hyperdynamic circulation in cirrhosis, while decreased production of NO within the hepatic microcirculation may be important in the development of parenchymal tissue damage and the onset of portal hypertension. The purpose of this review is to examine the available data concerning the role of NO in liver disease and to discuss some of the controversies and contradictions that surround it.